


Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2023124 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross

expenditure did not exceed t25,000 in the year of account ended 31 lVarch 2A24, and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the

Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 20'15

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and

Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a

meeting of the authority after 3'1 lVarch 2024 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later

than 30 June 2024 notifying the external auditor.

certifies that during the financial year 2023124, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year

or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed 825,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023124 55 
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There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited

assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return

Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

. The authoritywas in existence on 1st April2020

. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2022123),lhe external auditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an advisory notice under paragraph '1(1) of Schedule 8 to the LocalAudit and AccountabilityAct

20'14 ("theAct"), and has not withdrawn the notice
. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section 2B(1 ) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is uniawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding t25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2024.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by
this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute referenceSigned by Chair

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2023124

Date

Generic email address of Authority

*Published web address

%'i*
Telephone number

u- l-lL,r- L'r S(..1.,
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ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2024. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of f40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 2
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

Hoar Cross Parish Council

https:l/hoarcrossparishcou ncil. co. u k

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the

basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures

and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2023t24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned

coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in

this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on

whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a

standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

S. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (inciuding charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

Ngffi(
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed)'

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

02110t2023 OgtO4l2O24 Kim Squires

Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit

091a412424

*lf the response is 'no' please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).

""Note: lf the response is 'not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is

next planned; o1 if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed)

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2A23124 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Date

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial

r'B" This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

and VAT was appropriately accounted for,expenditure was

t/C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements to these.

r'E. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
monitored; and reserves were appropriate.the budget was

r'E, Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was accounted for,

J/F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was

approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

r'G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

r'H. Asset and investments were complete and accurate and maintained

r'l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out the

r'
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis

(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, suppo(ed by an

adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were

r'K. lf the authority ce(ified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022123, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. ilf ihe auihcrity had a llmiled assutafice
review of its 202U23 AGAR tick "not covered")

r'L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the intemal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation

r'
M. ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of

public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {during the 2023-24 AGAR period,

were public rights in relation to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority minutes the dates

t/N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements far 2022123 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Alofesl.
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section 1 - Annual Governance statement 2023124

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, includin

the preparation of theAccounting Statements' We confirm, to the best of our knowledt

,"rp""i to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 lVarch 2024' lhat"

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

rg arrangements for
ge and belief, with

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authoritY on:

and recorded as minute reference:

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

prepared its accounting stafements in accordance

with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.1. We have Put i

management
n place arrangements for effective financial

during the year, and for the preparation of

the accounting statements.
made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility

for safeguarding the pubtic money and resources ln

its charge.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control

including measuTes designed to prevent and detect fraud

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

has onty done what it has the legal power to do and has

complied with Proper Practices in doing so.3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves

that there are no matters of actual or potential

non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper

Practices that could have a significant financial effect

on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to

inspect and ask questlons aboutthis authority's accounts.4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for

the exeroise of electors' rights in accordance with the

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

considered and docLtmentect the financial and other risks

faces and dealt with them properly.
it

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or

external insurance cover where required.

arrangecl for a competent person, inclependent of the financial

controls and procedures, to give an obiective view on whether

internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and

effective system of internal audit of the accounting

records and conlrol systems.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and

exlernal audit.
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised

in reports from internal and external audit.

dlsc/osed everything it shoutd have about its business activity

during the year inclurling events taking place after the year

end if relevant.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions' occurring either

during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

in the accounting statements.
has met atl of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate lt rs a so/e managing trustee of a local trust

or trusls.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing

trustee we discharged our accountability

responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including

financiat reporting and, if required, independent

examination or audit.

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has

been published

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023124fot

Totat balances and resertes at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to

Box 7 of previous year.

1. Balances brouqht
forward

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/aries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension

contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sfaff cosfs (line 4) and loan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5).

6. (-) All other payments

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. lt/lust
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 l,4arch -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The value of all the propefty the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assels and long term inveslments as al
31 lVlarch.

9. Total fixed assets plus

long term investments
and assets

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 A,|arch of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

10. Total borrowings

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
is responslb/e for managing Trust funds or assels.

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

I certify that for the year ended 3'1 I'Aarch 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

I Et"uz-a1-4*tt-, ; ' 1i:!{!t'1'\ :'

Date

as recorded in minute reference

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
Accounting Statements were a

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023124 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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round all figures to nearest tl . Do not leave any
boxes btank and report t0 or Nil balances. All figures must
agree to underlying financial records.

Please
2024
t

Yes No

ti

NIA

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:
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Explanation of siEnificant variances in the accounting statements -
AGAR Section 2

F*rish Council name: HIIA..A CJ{.CJSS rl I () Lr r--l L L{*-

Floase expEain al"ly varianees sf snors tham '15% *:etween ths tota!s fsr individetal boxes in

$eetion ?. We do not require explanaticns forvariances of loss than [200] 'however, in sotne cases

there may be 'co,lrpensatingr' variances which leave ihe overall total f or a box relatively unchanged *
e"g. where there was a majorone-off project in cne year (e.9. contribution tr: village hall extension of

e30,000), butatotallydifferentexpenseof asimilarsiaeinthenext(e.g. purchaseaf playgrourd

equlpment af [28,0G0). ln sr:ch cases, it would be helpful to provide an explanation oi mcvements

withineachbox. Wealsoaskyr:utoexplainanychang*urhere ther*isamovcmenttoorfromzero.
Piease either use the prolori*na i:elow, or compiete a separate srhedule if more space is requir*d.

Section ? 2S?2y23

c
z.v zst d..*

c
Vaniance Bet*ilec! explanati*n of variance

{for each rea$*n moted ploase i*elude me$ctary

values (to n**r*st 0't{}{})

*ax 2

Drar.ant 6clr 6 r.so

[ CI.ilO

UTNET Lt).t I 2>Lz

fl 0.00

lci q0
Nu l-.attj Srdi^ b Lo L3 - t'o zl

Box 4

Sfaff

cosfs
)sl 3t Sszg

[ 0.00

Et:
Bac-r"- fft +* 7 $L7 - lsLB tt:-eo)
an\d ao 2-3- zoaf Ltl6cr) 

"

Box 5

!-oan

int*rest/

capital

a nnf\

Box 6

utner

paynrenfs "+01(] q1 qs

f 0"00

51 zB
a,\ Tt._a- &rzro, e_krr".rcn

e.r*..t C,r,r- t Zr S 6 ; fl*t-rn at t 2?.6 &
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Saiances

carried

fontard

r o6dt r 5q+ b

il 0.00 !f ssr*e of the year-end balanees are *arrnae"[<ed $or

sp*cific purpss{}s rather tharr as a generaN resetrve:

pl*ase provirie a breakde;wn. Y*u ei* not r:eed te

exi:r$ain the* year"-*n*year vsr!ence for this box'

Box I

Fixed

assefs &

long-term

assefs

q ks(= 61 h56

ilxplainr aN! rnovements ir"r this eategoty *nd not just

thsse a!:*ve '!5%

Box 10

Iofal
borrawing

B



HOAR CRO55 PARISH COUNCIL

Bank Reconciliotion to 31" Morch 2024

Prepared by Elizabeth Goodwin Porish Clerk/RFO - 5'h April 2024

Unpresented cheques - Deer Park Dairy Ltd - €30.00 (Morch); HMRC - €184.80;
Standing Order - f447.85; ESBC - 82288.53

Totql - f,2951.18

NET 85945.5t

Cosh book reconciliotion to 31" Morch 2024

Current account
F.eserve occount
Totql

E?244.82
86651.87
f,8896.69

Brought forword t" April2023
Plus receipts Precept

Tnterest
Cheque cancelled
Coronotion raffle
Cheque concelled

Cheque concelled
Cheque cancelled
VAT refund
Cheque cancelled
Cheque cancelled

Totol

Payments mode 8133?3.26

NET

€10890.6i
€6i50.00

€,88.20
€30.00 (The Deer Pork - Sepr 2022)

€570.00
E3 44.7 L (Zuri ch Mutuo I )
E?7.5O (BKV)

€195.00 (Abis Entertoinment)
f.9t2.75
€30.00 (The Deer Pork - June 2023)

€30.00 (The Deer Pork - September 2023)
Er9?68.77

85945.51
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Lacal Council name ffiof e .Aoss p4fustt Co i-r,.-ILtr--

Genflrmatiom of contact Set**!s

Pl*ase conf irm the contact details for the Clerk, RFO (if not the clerk) and Chair, to assist us in

ensurinq that our records are kept up to date:

Please return this form via email togetherwith the

Annual Governance & ,A*countability Return and other information requested

c&iv1

Clerk's name:

Ek lfiq.s: tr". . 6 (Io-D.,{.itJ

RFO's name {if nct clerk} Chair's name:

r4orqr..sc.r <rv, r-Tl-f

Clerk wcrking hours

{e.g. lVlon-Fri 9-5pm):

. 3.: 99.e*.. -..19 :qP.€.r4

. .mp. .{-"}t:! .:-- . s({. .nt"1

RFO warking hr:urs

(e.9. ttlori-Fri 9-5pm)

Parish Council registered

ad d ress:

.1..qe..S.3&a I t.r1rr,€

..$if.IIl.CA..f,}€S

...-s-1.ft6f.<-
S 1i.a rrg R.

Parish Council regist*red

address:

Chair contact postal and email
ncl r.l rac c '

lo+rt-r. cs'ffi *a, €
il' 

' 
li'{"""'

.fft,ft'a* Ueots.......,......
. .rl**{H..qN..Tgss.l
..$:ft('-$....
... F.g-r.4...K"+$.,.............

Email:
J d\G . I^ t-p C aJ q, r'nacij ,'"" "v"

Telephone:

Frimary c0ntacl number:

.+ t.6.S.:1....$. S: f.+r.

fulo b ilei,A.lternative nurnb er:

..a..lf 9 L.. -o-1.:.q.ffi

Telephone:

Pr"imary contact number.

It4o b ilelAltcrnailv* rumbcr

Telephone:

Pr"imary contact number:

e}r2.&$...5.).$..S.53

Mo b ile/Aiternative number:

'ol.t 3,?"....as.$s.6.s

E-rnail addr*ssforthe CouncilllUeeting (pleasedc not providea personal e-mail address unless the

clerk 1 RFO does not have a Council/l\4eeting e-mail address).

*i 0 ,. hx-p.c..r). h6L {Y}*iJ., C?tt}l.

in
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Local ccuncil name rtu A"A- ti{r} Ss P rfua-eS t--{ L,L^l C t L-rLr

E{otiee of appoimtm"re*t *f datc foe" the exere*ss of pub[i* rights

A*caunts for th* vear ended 3'1st Ekl*rch 2S?4

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and

The Accounts and Audit {Hngland) Regulations 2015 (S1234)

2

1. Date of announcement: 2-ut*e' {)tt.cE z-are+"

Any person lnteresterl has ihe right to inspect and make copies of the

aciounts to i:e audited and all books, rieeds, contracis, bills, vcuchers ancl

re ceipts relaling to them. For the year end*C 31 [.'1arch 2024 these

cir:culnents wilihe ava!lable crn reasonabie notice on application lo:

(b) €H2l*s€-lH .$Le\i"]lll 
-

commencing r:n (ci }.-t.i ) L-l 4.JL. )-_o r-q;

and ending on (d) Znot 4.45uS'i^ l-u a"it

3. l-ocal Governrnent Electors and their representatives also have:

e the opportu!-lity to question the audllor about the accsunts; and

the rightto make objections to lhe accounts or any item in them'
Written notice of an objection must f irst be given to the auditor and a
copy sent to the AuthoritY (f).

a

The auditorcan be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpo$e during the inspection period at 2 above'

,{.. The auditor's lirnited assurance review is being conducted underthe
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 20'14, the Accounts
ancl Audit {Englancl} Reg ulations 201 5 a nd the National Aud it off ice' code
of Ar-rdit Practice. Your review is being carried out by:

Ni'lazars LLP, The Corner, Bank Chambers, ?S lVlosley $treet, Newcastle
upon Tyne, NEI 1 DF

Email: lpeel$slilciltft ryiaaatt*q,uk

5. This announcement is made bY

{s, etr@J,r-p r.h ? , qmd!l.-
Pn've-tSit a- Le-Ya-lLI &ttS.

ia) lnsert dat* of Placing of this
notice cn yout website.

(b) lnsert name, positio* and
conlact details cf the Clerk
or other person to wlrom
any per$on maY aPPIY to
inspect the acccunts.

(c )And

(d)The inspection period must
he 30 working daYs in total
and corn mence no later than 'i

July 2024.

(e) lnsert name and position
of person placing the
notice


